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Sanguisorba tenuifolia Fisch. ex Link var. parviflora Maxim, occurs sporadically in western Japan. 
At low altitudes in Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, I found several localities of this plant growing in rather 
wet places or on sunny hills. The leaves, spikes, and flowers of the plant observed are variable; leaflets are 
broadly linear, lanceolate, or oblong; and flowers vary individually in colour from white to red. This 
species has been regarded as glabrous, except a form, f. pilosa Hara, with the hair persisting on the lower 
surface of leaves, but it was confirmed that the young leaves are always more or less pubescent. The 
glabrescent nature of hairiness of S. tenuifolia var. parviflora resembles that of 5. officinalis. 
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Table 1. Measurements of leaflets of radical leaves 


Locality 

Number of plants 

Length (cm) 

Range (Mean + SD) 

Width (cm) 

Range (Mean±SD) 

Sakakawa 

10 

5.2— 8.7 (6.6±1.1) 

1.9 —2.5 (2.1 ±0.2) 

Kamohara 

7 

5.2 —6.2 (5.7±0.3) 

1.4 —2.2 (1.8±0.3) 

Myoken 

15 

4.0—7.6 (6.4±0.9) 

1.4 —2.9 (2.0±0.4) 

Koishigi 

10 

3.6 —6.2 (4.6±0.7) 

1.4 —2.4 (1.7±0.3) 

Takamiyama 

9 

3.0 —7.4 (5.5 ± 1.3) 

0.9 —2.1 (1.5 ± 0.3) 

Edagawa 

10 

4.0-8.0 (5.8± 1.3) 

1.4-3.4 (2.2±0.6) 
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Fig. 1. Radical and cauline (C) leaves of Sanguisorba tenuifolia var. parviflora in Kochi Prefecture. 


Table 2. Measurements of spikes 


Locality 

Number of 

plants 

Colour 

Length (cm) 

Range (Mean+SD) 

Diameter (mm) 
Range (Mean±SD) 

Sakakawa 

28 

white 

3.0 — 8.0 (5.1 ±1.3) 

5-8 (6.6±0.8) 


24 

red 

3.0-11.0 (4.8 ±2.0) 

5-8 (6.5±0.7) 

Noichi 

10 

white 

4.5 —8.8 (5.7±1.1) 

7-9 (7.7±0.8) 


10 

red 

3.4—6.9 (4.9 ±1.1) 

5-9 (7.4±1.2) 

Kamohara 

9 

white 

2.0-5.0 (3.1 ±1.2) 

5-7 (6.4±0.7) 


12 

red 

2.0-5.4 (3.0±0.9) 

6-8 (7.0±0.6) 

Myoken 

10 

white 

5.3-12.0 (7.8±2.4) 

6-9 (7.1 ±1.0) 

Kozaki 

11 

white 

2.8-5.7 (4.3 ±1.0) 

6-7 (6.7±0.5) 

Takamiyama 

8 

white 

2.0 —5.8 (3.4±1.5) 

5-8 (6.9± 1.0) 


18 

red 

1.5 —7.3 (3.2±1.4) 

6-8 (6.6±0.7) 

Edagawa 

10 

red 

2.4—4.5 (3.0±0.9) 

6-8 (7.0±0.7) 

Ikenouchi 

48 

white 

2.3-7.2 (4.7 ±1.2) 

5-8 (6.5±0.6) 
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Fig. 2. A petiole of the young radical leaf of 
Sanguisorba tenuifoilia var. parviflora (Myo - 
ken, Nankoku City, Yamanaka, March 29, 
1994, TUS). 
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